Scottish Church Leaders Forum – Call to prayer for Sunday 2nd August 2020
The present times continue to be ones in which uncertainty casts a shadow over the
future. Our onward journey appears to be one that will not be straightforward or
necessarily clear. Indeed, we might find ourselves having to take a step back before we go
forward again.
There are occasions in the Gospel when we see that Jesus has to take a step back and go
‘to a deserted place by himself’. On such occasions, we know that Jesus prayed and
sought the renewed presence of God. He does so in order that he might continue the
ministry that God has given to him.
In the Gospel of Matthew and following such an occasion, we see the compassion of God
made known to us through Jesus. In response to the need of those who come to him, Jesus
feeds them with good gifts. (14: 13-21) At this present time, may we know the
compassionate presence of God revealed to us as we make our onward journey.

We pray:
God of all compassion,
Be with us at this present time.
As you have been with us in times past,
Continue with us in the times that are to come.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God whose compassion knows no bounds,
Meet us when we come to the end of our own strength.
Lead us to the place of renewal,
That we might know your presence and find ourselves renewed.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God whose compassion is embodied in the presence of Jesus,
May we know that presence revealed.
In the presence of your Son,
Grant that we may know that he is there for us and for all who hunger today.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God whose compassion responds to human need,
May we bear witness to the response of Jesus to the hungry and the weak.
Grant that in our witness,
We might respond to the needs of those around us.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of all compassion,
Encompass our world in your unceasing love.
May your compassion flow to the ends of the earth
And embrace the suffering of this world.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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